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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Larry Gansz, KB2GV 


We welcomed summer with the hottest 
days of the year and an enjoyable and 
satisfying Field Day weekend. All of 
Lauren’s crew did a bang-up job. I’ve 
received many compliments from hams 
and the public about our media coverage. 
Thanks to all. 


| am moving and out of touch for a short 
while as we make plans for years ahead, 
don't worry, you're stuck with me around 
here for quite some time. 


As many of you know our treasurer, 
director and Carrier editor are resigning. 
Our best wishes to Frank, Tom and 
Greydon. Their dedication and service 
are sincerely appreciated, replacements 
must fill some big shoes. Thanks and 
good luck. The board appointed Rod 
Raines, KE6QYK, as the new treasurer. 
Please let me know if you want to work 
on the Carrier. 


As the year moves on we have the picnic 
in July, auction in September, and Dick, 
KT6X, and crew- have another 
outstanding PACIFICON in the works. 
Looking to the future, a committee will 
develop some ideas on funds and 
propose a vision for the club future, 
where do we want to be, what and how to 
get there. We must move forward, come 
up with some innovative ideas, continue 
to improve public service and help make 
Amateur Radio better. 


Thanks and see you on the air! 


Public Service Events 
John Stuart, KM6QX 


These events are a great experience for 
new hams, qualify as ARES/RACES 
training, and are a fundamental purpose 
of our Amateur Radio Service. No 
experience necessary, on-the-job training 


given. For more information, please 
contact Joe Gregory, WA6DQN, 510 283- 
6560 for the horse rides, or John Stuart, 
KM6QX, 510 283-2797 as soon as 
possible. 


| Date | Event and Location 


7/29 IAHA Champ. Competitive 
Sat. Horse Ride 


Ohlone Wilderness 
7/30 [AHA Champ. Competitive 
Sun Horse Ride, 2nd Day 
Ohlone Wilderness 
Sept. - At least 7 events are being 
Nov. planned, dates are not 


available yet. 


BALDWIN PARK LOCATION 
FOR MDARC 1995 PICNIC 


The Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
will host the 1995 annual picnic at 
Baldwin Park in Concord, CA. The park, 
located near Bonifacio Street and Port 
Chicago Highway, is easily accessed 
from Hwy 680 (take Concord Avenue to 
Bonifacio) or from Pleasant Hill via Taylor 
Blivd., then Willow Pass to East Avenue. 
Turn right on Bonifacio and follow the 
signs to the park. The club has reserved 
Site 1, a beautifully situated location with 
ample tables and bar-b-que pits. The 
chefs this year will be Pete, KA6SHE, 
Dennis, KC6QHH and Paul, KC6TZU. 
Serving begins at 11:00 AM and 
continues until 1:00 PM. Members 
planning to attend are urged to make 
their reservations without delay so that 
the committee can be sure to have 
enough food and drinks. There will be 
contests for all including the traditional 
transmitter hunt as well as the water 
melon seed spitting contest and others. 
Of course, there are prizes for all who 
compete. And as is the usual practice at 


MDARC events, there will be a drawing 
for door prizes at the close of activities. 


Be there, have a good time !! 


July MDARC Meeting 


Speaker 
John Stuart, KM6QX 


The speaker for our July meeting had not 
yet been confirmed as of the July 1 
Carrier deadline. Listen for an 
announcement on the Thursday night net. 


Next month at our August 18 meeting we 
will have Jim Spinello, an engineer from 
Caltrans’ Traffic Systems in Oakland who 
will describe their new network of 
television cameras and vehicle sensors 
for monitoring the Bay Area highways. 
One interesting benefit of the remotely 
controlled roadside mounted television 
cameras is to provide Caltrans with “first 
on the scene” information to assist the 
Highway Patrol in dispatching the 
appropriate type and number of 
emergency vehicles. Jim is not a ham 
(yet), but is interested in learning how 
amateur television could be used to 
transmit scenes from a major highway 
emergency, e.g. hazardous material spill, 
to the County and/or State Emergency 
Operations Centers. 


ON THE INSIDE: 
Seabury quits 


Trailer report 
Trailer flame 
Hicks quits 


RRRG MEETING JULY 19 
MDARC MEETING JULY 21 
MDARC PICNIC JULY 23 


PACIFICON ‘95 OCT 20-22 
CONCORD HILTON 
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MDARC Trailer Project June Report 
John Stuart, KM6QX 


On Friday June 16, Pete Perata, KA6SHE, and | picked up the 
new trailer from B-C Trailer Sales, the Wells Cargo dealer in 
Manteca. Thanks to Pete, the trailer was brought to the Club 
meeting that night for the Club members to inspect. 


The MDARC Trailer Project calls for purchasing and outfitting 
the 6’ x 12’ enclosed multipurpose communications trailer for 
use by MDARC members during public service events, Club 
functions, and RACES/ARES activities. 


The Trailer Design Team met twice during the month, on June 
14 and 28, to finalize the general trailer plans and begin 
detailed design work. The design will include provisions for 
four operator work stations, two or more 80+ Amp-Hour 
batteries, four antenna mast mounts, ATV equipment, and a 
lot more. The next meeting is scheduled for July 13 (a 
Thursday), and we will probably then meet every other 
Wednesday until the project is completed. 


A major problem has developed concerning the Club's 
insurance and the trailer. Upon notifying our insurance 
administrator that we owned a trailer, we were informed that 
they would not provide liability coverage since they classify 
trailers as “autos.” Nor would they add the necessary “auto” 
coverage to our policy as it was a standard Chapter/Club 
Liability Insurance Plan used by numerous other radio clubs at 
a special group discounted premium. 


When the trailer is parked and_in operation at an evert, 
MDARC must be covered for any injury or property damage 
liability. When towing the trailer, the towing vehicle's insurance 
would usually cover any accident, but MDARC might still be 
subject to a lawsuit if the trailer was going to or from an 
MDARC event. This is why the trailer was not used for Field 
Day. 


After consulting with at least a dozen insurance agents, we 
have not been able to obtain liability insurance on the trailer 
(at any price). The conclusion (at this time) appears to be that 
neither MDARC nor any of its members can own the trailer and 
have MDARC insured for liability. This leaves two options; 
1)sell the trailer and cancel the project, or 2)donate the trailer 
to some agency or organization that has vehicle liability 
insurance and could let MDARC members use the trailer as 
planned. 


| have discussed the second option with Club member Brian 
James, KD6TPN, of the American Red Cross. Brian is in 
charge of communications for their Concord office, and thinks 
donating the trailer to the Red Cross would be a win-win 
situation for both the Red Cross and MDARC. One limitation 
would be that anyone supervising the use of the trailer would 
have to be a Red Cross Volunteer i.e. minimum first aid and 
disaster training. |'ll have more information about this option 
and any others at the July 21 MDARC meeting. 


TOM SEABURY TO LEAVE THE AREA FOR 
A WHILE 
It is with regret that | have to resign from the MDARC Board. A 


business opportunity has come up with a good friend in the 
Traffic Control industry. We will be starting a new Vehicle 


Detector company in Reno Nevada about the first of next 
year. I'll miss the bunch here but I'll be back in about a year or 
so. We've rented our house here and rented one in Reno as 
this is only a temporary move. Also | hope to contact 
everybody on HF and thru a link i've installed from a Local 220 
repeater here to a 2 meter machine in Reno. 


MDARC has been a lot of fun for me, and | would like to urge 
all of you to step forward and take an active interest in running 
it. Volunteer for committees, offices etc, when someone asks. 
In the meantime I'll keep in touch and will do my best to get 
back for PACIFICON this fall. 

73 de Tom, KO6RO 


CB OR HAM? 


Being a licensed Ham for six years, |’ve heard a lot of QSO’s 
and I've also learned a lot. One thing of major importance is 
the separation between Citizen Band Radio and Amateur 
Radio. Far too often Hams tend to use “CB” lingo while on the 
Ham bands. These include the use of 10 codes (e.g. “What's 
your 20?”), terms such as “Break” to make a quick call, and 
slang phrases which are common to CB. 

Hams have long since desired to separate themselves from 
the “CB” style of talk. Remember, there are many people with 
public band radios who are monitoring our conversations. We 
should sound as professional as possible in order to maintain 
the good image that Amateur Radio has had over the years. If 
you do not know how to refer to something in the correct Ham 
lingo, then it’s best to use the correct term, such as “Phone 
Cail” instead of “Double L” (Land Line). 


The following are preferred over slang: 

Affirmative(or Affirm): You copied correctly; Yes (CB 
equivalent 10-4) 

Break: | have urgent traffic, please clear the frequency. 

Break Break: | have emergency/priority traffic. Please clear 
the frequency. 


_ Contact: May | please make a quick contact. (CB equivalent 


to “Break”) 

Q5: Strong and clear, e.g. “Your signal is Q5” 

QTH: Location, e.g. “My QTH is Walnut Creek” 
by Scott Baldwin, NSUUH 


AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS 
Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


THE MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO EXAMINERS in 
conjunction with the MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB will be conducting AMATEUR RADIO license testing 
(including code) on the following days: JULY 21, AUGUST 18, 
OCTOBER 13, NOVEMBER 17 1995. 


Tests will be given at OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
located on CAROL LANE in LAFAYETTE. The testing will 
begin at 6:00 PM and conclude at 8:00 PM sharp. No 
candidates will be accepted after 7:00 PM. 


For more information regarding testing or if you require any 
special arrangements you may call: JIM WALLACE, 427-4022, 
ANTHONY STANTON, 439-0189, OR SAM LIPSON, 229- 
5705. 


The opinions expressed in the Carrier are solely those of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of either the Board of Directors or the membership of MDARC unless the 
author is a member of the MDARC Board of Directors and is speaking in an official capacity. 
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WHY SHOULD | ? 


Our club, MDARC, exists for the pleasure of its members and to 
serve the community. We have many events during the year that 
take planning and thought to be sure that they are successful. 
Many of these are of a social nature: our picnic, the Christmas 
Party, field day, and others. Some are of a more important nature: 
Providing communications for charitable organizations, for trail 
rides, for road races, and other similar events. And of course, for 
those who are trained, communications in time of disaster. All of 
these events take radio operators and dedication to spend just a 
little time helping someone else. 


As it turns out, in every event where amateurs provide radio 
communications, there is the opportunity to develop skills that will 
be useful in time of emergency. If you check into the Thursday 
night net, you have heard how a skillful operator can manage a 
large number of checkins. In RACES training, amateurs are taught 
to be part of a net and to follow the necessary rules to insure that 
the net is run properly. Has it occurred to you that you might one 
day be called upon to serve in a net control capacity? Have you 
taken the time to participate in our various events so that you have 
the experience to be either a communicator or a net control 
operator? The opportunity to learn is there and it is yours just for 
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your participation. 


Why should you get involved? Why shouldn't you? You became 
an amateur radio operator because someone cared enough to 
teach you, to run the classes, to give the test, to provide help and 
encouragement. So become involved, give something back, raise 
your hand and say, "| will take a part." You will be glad you did. 
The O.M. 


MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by Dick Schulze, AA6DL 


MDARC is pleased to welcome the following new 
members: 


JONES, Harold L. (Hal), NE6A, Extra 
4314 Blenheim Way, Concord, CA 94521 
(510)-687-8247(h), (510)-891-301 1(w) 
LEE, Jeanne M., KE6VXX, Technician 
111 Parkhaven Dr., Danville CA 94506 
(510)-842-7213(w) 
MOCKEL, Dennis, Technician (waiting call) 
4509 Carver Ct., Pleasanton, CA 94588 
(510)-846-4577(h, w & fx) 


‘MORAIN, Patricia (Pat), SWL 


3683 Willow Pass Rd., #12, Concord, CA 94519 
NASH, Chuck, XE6TLM, Technician 

2966 Honeysuckle Cir., Antioch, CA 94509 

(510)754-7504(h) (510)676-6575(b) (510)676-6576(fx) 
RITCHIE, Ed, KESFD, General 

230 Daylight Pl., Danville, CA 94526 

(510)-837-3265(h) 
SCHWARTZ, Tracey, KE6TOT, Technician 

432 Gilger St., Martinez, CA 94553 


Congratulations to the following on their upgrade and/or new call: 


Ignacio Huerta, AC6NY, Extra 
Robert Prater, KE6TEI, Technician 


Please note the following changes: 


Tom Seabury new address and telephone, 4250 Garlan Lane, 
Reno, NV 89509, (702) 827-4452(h), (702) 826-8886(w) 


VISITORS AT GENERAL MEETING 
We were pleased to have the following visitors at our June 16, 
1995 general meeting: 


Liz Chariton, KE6SKK, Oakland, EBARC, NorCal QRP, 4Cs 
Paul Chelew, Lafayette 

Shirley McKenzie, KE6SQV, Lafayette 

Bob Smith, KD6FVI, Berkeley, EBARC. 

Rick Thompson, N6SPP, El Sobrante 

Jamie Wasson, AB6WJ, Berkeley, EBARC, 4Cs, LARC 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Director's Meeting - June 19, 1995 


The meeting was called to order by President Larry, KB2GV, at 
7:30 PM at the home of VEEP John, KM6QX. The minutes of the 
last meeting were approved as published in the CARRIER. The 
next meeting was set for July 24, 1995, at Emil Villas Restaurant in 
Concord. The time will be the usual 7:30 PM. 


Membership Chairman Dick, AA6DL, reported that the membership 
stood at 592 and that he was now charging half price ($7.50) for 
membership for the balance of the year. Secretary Richard, 
WAS5HQJ, gave the treasurer's report: there was a total of 
$13,442.36 in all accounts. 


Picnic Chairman George, WB6OFH, reported that about 100 
people have signed up. He reported that he would coordinate with 
Lauren Styles, WA6CIE, regarding prizes and the tug of war rope. 
Paul Girard, KC6TZU, provided a picnic list based upon 240 
people. Pete Perata, KAG6SHE and Chairman George, WB6OFH, 
will buy the food and the drinks. Committee member Lyle Van 
Norman, KB6DOW, will pick up the corn and the cakes. Secretary 
Richard, WA5HQ4J, will provide napkins. Other assignments were 
listed on George's very detailed and complete plan. 


Dick Brown, KT6X, reported upon a conversation he had with 
Division Director Brad Wyatt concerning PACIFICON. There is a 
club on the peninsula that has expressed interest in hosting the 
convention. The MDARC Board of Director's position is that so 
long as we can get a chairman and people to run the convention 
that we are not interested in having someone else do it. Dick will 
report back to Brad. Dick also had other old business related to the 
club's proposed BBS. He provided information concerning 
available third party services that could be considered ‘in lieu of 
operating our own system. He will get more information and report 
at the next meeting. . 


Don Smith, W6NKF, presented some thoughts concerning the 
AMSAT Phase 3d launch and possible financial involvement by the 
club and its members. He will get information concerning how the 
ARRL will match funds and report back to the Board. 


Secretary Richard, WA5HQJ, presented some thoughts about how 
we should be doing financial planning for the future and looking at 
a period as long as five years in our planning. He suggested that 
members of the club not on the board should be asked to form a 
committee for this purpose. Club members who might be asked to 
serve on such a committee were Walt Moser, AB6GI, Stan 
Christian, WU6P, and Tom Schweickert, LO6LO. (see later in the 
meeting regarding another potential member.) 


Dick Brown, KT6X, advised the board that because he had 
forgotten to pick up some of the prizes for the last meeting, that 
there were fewer than normal offered. He was appropriately 
disciplined for his failure. 


Lyle, KBEDOW, gave a summary of shirt and hat sales and asked 
for approval to purchase additional shirts and hats. After a lengthy 
discussion, it was agreed that we would ask the membership to 
approve the expenditure of $600, which will result in a profit to the 
club. Accountability for sales to date was discussed; Secretary 
Richard, WA5HQJ, advised that he would work through this with 
Lyle and report back to the Board. 


It was brought to the Board's attention that our existing liability 
policy does not cover such items as the recently procured trailer. 
Membership Chairman Dick, AA6DL, said that he would assist 
VEEP John, KM6QX, in getting in contact with Bill Hockins, 
KB6EPG, so that they might continue to work out some 
arrangement to get coverage. A number of alternatives were 
suggested including making a deal with the Red Cross to have the 
trailer covered as one of their pieces of rolling stock. 


In attendance at the meeting was Rod Raines, KE6QYK. Rod has 
an outstanding background in financial matters and presented 
himself as a candidate for Treasurer. The Board unanimously 
agreed with President Larry's proposal that we accept Rod's offer. 
He was also appointed to the Financial Planning Committee, 
mentioned above. In regard to filling the position of Director Tom, 
KO6RO, a number of worthy candidates for the position have come 
forward. These include Paul Girard, KC6TZU, Lyle Van Norman, 
KB6DOW and Mary Jane Walker, N6NVA. President Larry advised 
that he would poll the members of the Board and then make his 
decision. 


The meeting ended with refreshments provided by our host, John, 
KM6QX. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Richard M. Shappee, WA5HQJ 
Secretary, MDARC 


Silent Key 
N6VHS, BOB ZIRKELBACH 


Concord--Bob Zirkelbach, a member of the Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club and the Pleasant Hill ARC died June 18. He is 
survived by his wife of 50 years, Gemma, a son and several 
grandchildren. He was 72. 

| met Bob about 15 years ago on 11 meters. He was the sort 
who came across as a genuine and caring person. We became 
friends and over the years "visited" on the radio more often than at 
our homes. We had lots of fun on 11 meters single side-band over 
the years. 

The world of radio fascinated Bob. Long before he got his 
"ticket" he had amassed contacts from around the world as a short- 
wave listener a hobby he continued until his death.. He was one of 
a handful of hams and SWL's who carefully followed and plotted 
the around-the-world flight of "Voyager." For that he received a 
certificate and an embroidered hat from the pilot and co-pilot, Dick 
Bruton and Jeannie Yeager. 

Before ill-health forced his retirement, Bob had been an AC bus 
driver for 30 years. | 

Bob was the kind of person who will be missed because he was 
quiet. That's more than many of us will have as epitaphs. He was 
a good friend. 
Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


MDARC AUCTION FRIDAY SEPT 15 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
General Membership Meeting - 16 June 1995 


The meeting was called to order by President Larry, KB2GV. 
Visitors and new members were introduced; upgrades were 
acknowledged. The minutes of the last meeting were approved as 
published in the CARRIER. VEEP John, KM6QX, reported on 
public service events, both past and future, and reminded the 
members that participation was a good way to keep 
communications skills honed for possible emergency use. He 
also advised that the Public Service Trailer had been received and 
he introduced and acknowledged members of the design and 
construction team. 


EC Sam, KO6JR, reported on the class to begin June 20th at the 
Pleasant Hill Adult High School. He also reported that 20 
examinations had been given the night of the club meeting, an all 
time high. He said that we could use a few more examiners and 
asked for volunteers. 


RRRG Chairman Jim Tittle, KC6SOE, reported on the status of 
the existing 440 repeater and the replacement. He also said that 
new access codes would be mailed before the new controller is 
installed, sometime in the next few weeks. 


Picnic Chairman George, WB6OFH, told the group that 
arrangements were progressing well for the July 23 picnic. He 
asked anyone who wanted to help to contact him and also asked 
that reservations be made early so that the committee could plan 
for the food. 


Lauren, WA6CIE, reported on field day activities and introduced 
band captains. He advised that we needed a captain for 15 
meters as JC Smith, KC6ElJ, is still in the hospital after his two- 
story fall. : 


Membership Chairman Dick, AA6DL, said that we now had 587 
members of which 73 are family members. Of the membership, 
108 live in Concord, 96 live in Walnut Creek and 6 live in Alamo. 
He didn't say where the others lived. PACIFICON Chairman Dick, 
KT6X, made a brief report on the convention planning. He is 
looking for a Forum Chairman. Treasurer Frank, WA6NSC, 
advised that we had $2,169.08 in the checking account, 
$10,757.37 in one CD and $5,157.91 in the other. Ray, KD6BLS 
spoke about the antenna sessions planned at PACIFICON on 
Friday, October 20. He said that there would be a small charge to 
offset the costs of reproduction of handouts. 


President Larry told the members that hats and shirts were 
available from Lyle, KB6DOW and that the next Board meeting 
would be held at VEEP John's home on Monday, June 19 at 7:30 
PM. He also advised the membership that there were openings 
for Treasurer because of the resignation of Frank, WA6NSC, and 
for Director, as Tom, KO6RO, is leaving town. John, KM6QX, 
then asked for volunteers to help the radio club at Mira Monte 
High School. The club has an advisor, they just need a seasoned 
ham to help them. 


President Larry remarked upon the Repeater Guidelines published 
in the CARRIER. He reminded the membership that the users of 
the repeaters reflect upon the image of the club and it is important 
that we all present the best possible image of ourselves and 
MDARC. 
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Secretary Richard reported that the property tags approved by the 
club were on hand. Ray, KD6BLS, advised that he had responses 
from 24 schools and 14 public libraries concerning the books on 
amateur radio that we have approved for purchase for their use. It 
should be noted that the ARRL is providing these books at 
wholesale cost. 


Don Smith, W6NKF, gave a brief report on AMSAT Phase 3d and 
asked the club to consider its support. He also stated that he 
would be running for Section Manager in the fall and asked the 
members to consider voting for him. 


Tony, AB6GM, and Jim, WB6LQG, reported on their progress 
concerning the proposed club BBS. They received many 
suggestions from the floor and upon motion by Secretary Richard, 
WASHQJ, they agreed to bring their proposal back to the board 
before continuing their presentation to the membership. 


The program for the night was presented by Secretary Richard, 
WASHQJ. The subject was how to build your own seismometer 
and what you could expect to record with it. The membership 
seemed to enjoy the talk and slides. 


The meeting closed with the usual drawing for door prizes and 
adjourned at about 9:55 PM. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Richard M. Shappee WAASHQJ 
Secretary, MDARC 


CONCORD Amateur Radio License Exams 
SPONSORED BY 


Contra Costa Repeater Association 
AND 


Sunnyvale VEC 


Where: Contra Costa County Fire Training Center at 2945 Treat 
Blvd. in Concord, near Oak Grove Rd. 

When: BI-MONTHLY, first Sunday of even numbered months at 
1:00 PM. 

How: WALK-IN, bring two forms of ID, Amateur license and 
photocopy, any credits and copies, pen and pencil. 

Contact: Gene Capener WW6H at 510.254.5090 if you have 
questions. 


PACIFICON ‘95 tickets and patches are available from members 
of the PACIFICON committee and many other officers and 
members for only $3.00. Ticket chairman is Pete Perata, 
KA6SHE, 934-2093. He will be happy to sell you a ticket (or patch) 
or assign some for sale. Consider bringing a new or prospective 
ham. A ticket is a great gift. 
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A MATTER OF PRACTICALITY 


When the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club membership voted to 
purchase a trailer for use at parades, Field Day, civic events, etc. 
the project got a rush okeh. The trailer was purchased and has 
been delivered. It was exhibited at the last meeting of the club. 

Now it comes to light that the club's public liability and property 
damage insurance policy specifically prohibits us from owning any 
motor vehicles. This includes trailers. 

A couple of members of the club, including a retired insurance 
broker, has tried in vain to find an insurer. (You have to have a 
policy before Lloyds of London can be of any help.) 

lronically, if the trailer were owned, licensed to and registered to a 
private individual, it could be insured for about $106 per year. 

The Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club is no longer a "kitchen 
operation.” We are in fact, "big business," even though we are a 
not-for profit organization. That means that we have to have our 
“ducks in order" from a social standpoint. We have to have public 
liability and property damage insurance and we have to be careful 
that activities we engage in are covered from an insurance stand- 
point. 

lt would sound simple enough, in the case of the trailer, to simply 
register it in the name of a club member. That poses a very severe 
risk that no member should undertake without knowing all the 
ramifications. Still, if the trailer were to break away from the towing 
vehicle, and injured someone or damaged property, the club, its 
membership and officers might suffer liability. By thesame token, if 


the trailer were parked uncoupled from a vehicle, and a pedestrian 
tripped over the tongue and broke a limb, there could be liability. 

In this litigious society somebody would be sued. In fact many 
people might be sued, including the club, its officers and maybe 
even down to the membership, if you want to draw this to the 
ridiculous. 

At the last meeting of the Board of Directors it was rightfully 
agreed that the trailer should not move until it is properly insured. 
That's not likely to happen, at least from what we can determine at 
this writing. 

What's the option? 

One solution is for the club to deed the trailer -- lock, stock and 
barrel -- to the American Red Cross, or the Salvation Army, or 
another emergency response organization with the understanding 
that it would be maintained by the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
and could be utilized by the club for the activities for which it was 
purchased. 

That way the insurance would be carried by the ARC, for 
instance, and the trailer could still be used by MDARC, while the 
owners could use it too. ("Giving it to a member" is fraught with 
problems too numerous to expand upon.) 

It seems to me that the alternative would be fair to all parties, if all 
the details can be worked out and the receiving party agrees — in 
writing -- to the proposal. 

This ought to be a valued lesson: That MDARC's officers and 
membership need to carefully consider every project. 

That's the way | see it -- Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


Your rae Goats Ham Radio eetlcwartors 


A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 
Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
WSYI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher Paddles 
B&W Antennas, Coax Switchers & Accessories 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


Antenna Masts Copper Wire 

Guy Wire Baluns 

Mast Bases Magnetic Ant 
Bases 

Wire Clamps Trunk mounts 


Egg Insulators Ball Mounts 


Dog Bone Gutter Mounts 
Insulators 


Center Insulators Code Oscillators 


Callbooks, C D ROMs Guides and Supplements 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Larson VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MFJ Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 


PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 


Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


Code Software 
SWR Meters 
Ground Rods 


Coax Patch Cords 


Mic 
Piugs/Connectors 
PL-259s, BNC and 
66 N” 

Headphones 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(510) 685-7388 


Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 


HT Antennas 
Scanner Books 
Scanner Antennas 


Radio 
Publications 
Radio Handbooks 
Spectrum Charts 


Operating 
Manuals 


In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Bivd. 
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TIME FOR A CHANGE 
Greydon Hicks, KC6SLE 


After three full years as the Editor of MDARC’s CARRIER | 
have decided its not only the time for change, but frankly | just 
need more time. Work continues to be increasingly more 
demanding as PG&E restructures and adapts to deregulation 
and industry restructuring, family obligations change as my 
son and daughter mature into young adulthood (cars, 
insurance and college soon), my PACIFICON commitments 
are less than four months away, and starting next week, and 
continuing, for a year, | will be attending UC Berkeley 
extension courses twice a week as | work toward a new 
certification. Oh yeah, my wife, Diane, wants me to get a 
second job so she can quit hers (dream on). Mean while my 
HAM gear just gathers dust. 


| want to thank the MDARC membership and Board of 
Directors for the opportunity to be the CARRIER editor for the 
past three years. It has not only been both a challenge and 
fun, but also helped me to learn and grow. Individuals that 
have helped me along the way and need special mention are 
Pete Tormey, N6QGN, Richard Shappee, WA5HQJ, George 
Jones, KI6YK, Jay Caldis, KT6Y, Kent Barham, KD6JAC, Paul 
Girard, KC6TZU, and Richard Schulze, AA6DL. Thanks to you 
all for your individual contributions that helped the CARRIER 
continue to improve and grow. The new Editor would be well 
advised to solicit the help of these individuals. Believe me, if 
you don’t contact them, they'll contact you. Better that you 
think it was your idea. | 


My main goal as Editor was to improve the overall look and 
quality of the CARRIER from a publication stand point. This 
goal has been accomplished. Now its time to improve the 
contents. Its time for more articles to be submitted each 
month than could ever be published in 12 pages. Its time for 
more articles representing different viewpoints and 
perspectives on MDARC and RRRG. Its time for fun articles 
on HAM radio which include old technologies, new 
technologies, construction projects, satellites and antennas. If 
just 1% of MDARC general membership of 500 plus submitted 
an article each year that would be over 4 articles each month. 
Its time for you to share an experience with your fellow club 
members. 


ll leave you and Board with the following thoughts and 
suggestions based on my experience as CARRIER Editor: 


e Remember that the CARRIER is the voice of MDARC and 
RRRG; that includes both general membership and the 
Board of Directors; 

e Maintain the independence of the Editor and the 
CARRIER will best serve MDARC and RRRG; 

e Don't be afraid of controversy or opposing viewpoints; it 
adds flavor and maintains interest and vitality; 

e Contribute articles, lots of articles. Get involved in 
MDARC, RRRG and the CARRIER. 


ASSISTANT EDITOR SEIZES CONTROL 


Barely had the Senior Editor reached for his quill pen and 
parchment to pen his resignation when his assistant ran for the 
controls of the press. Even before the old editor had scrawled 
“Time for a Change” across the blank paper his junior had 
accessed the computer, the one the old editor had never quite 
mastered, and entered his own secret password. By the time 
the tired old editor had inked in some laudatory comments and 
lofty suggestions the junior had changed the masthead leaving 
no trace of the old editor. However, with an uncharacteristic 
bit of modesty he referred to himself as acting editor. The 
board is fit to be tied but is negotiating a generous severance 
package for the junior, effective however, only on finding a 
replacement equal to our old departed editor. That being such 
a monumental task the maverick junior is secure in his 
position. 


Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


Policy for the Operation and Use of Repeaters 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group of the Mount Diablo 
Amateur Radio Club maintains and operates high-quality, 
wide-coverage repeaters for the use of all amateur radio 
operators. Operation and use of these repeaters shall comply 
fully with the Amateur Radio Service (Part 97) regulations of 
the Federal Communications Commission’s Private Radio 
Service and the following policies of the Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club: 

4. The repeaters are provided for the purposes of 
contacting and passing information between fellow amateur 
radio operators and providing service to the public as a 
voluntary, non-commercial communication service, particularly 
with respect to providing emergency communications; 

4. Due to the repeaters’ wide coverage as well as the 
club’s very large membership, the length of QSO’s shall be 
kept to a minimum. Conversations shall be limited to 10 
minutes during commute hours of 6:00--9:00 AM and 3:00-- 
6:00 PM. Operators should always pause for 1 second after 
the courtesy tone before transmitting to allow another station 
to break in. Please use simplex frequencies or HF bands for 
“rag-chewing;” 


5 In the spirit of Amateur Radio, users shall respect and 
support each other in a positive manner; 
4. There shall be absolutely no communications 


containing obscene, indecent, or profane words, language, or 
meaning. Discussion of political or potentially sensitive social 
issues shall be avoided; 

2. No one shall cause or condone the malicious or 
intentional interference of anyone’s communications on the 
repeaters. Control Operators may turn off the repeater to 
terminate improper use; 

6. When appropriate, members shall advise other 
repeater users of these policies, and cease communication 
with anyone who continues to violate these policies. 

is The Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club Board of 
Directors reserves the right to forbid the use of the repeaters 
by anyone who repeatedly abuses these policies, or anyone 
who facilitates or encourages others to abuse these policies. 
Jim Tittle, KC6SOE, Chairman, RRRG 
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ARC/RRR AKE- INSTR IONS — 
Immediately after feeling an earthquake, listen to 147.060/+(100 pl). 
When frequency is clear, quickly and clearly transmit in the following sequence:: 


LOCATION, OBSERVATION, NAME and CALL SIGN. 
If a Hospital or ARES/RACES net control is established, relinquish use of repeater and break only with urgent traffic using your 
CALL SIGN and LOCATION or CITY 


The Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Cl 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater 
c 


Group 
P.O. Box 23222 


Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
Meetings: Next Meeting: 
Third Wednesday Of Odd Months 

07:30 PM / 1930 hours 

Stonebrook Convalescent Center 


Concord Blvd., Concord, CA 


Third Friday Each Month 

8:00 PM / 2000 hours 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 


1994 Cl ffi 
President: Chairman: 
Larry Gansz, KB2GV 


(510)356-2411 


Jim Title, KC6SOE 
(510)432-3220 
Vice President: Technical Chairman: 
John Hendrickson, WA6LKP 


unlisted 


John Stuart, KM6QX 
(510)283-2797 

Secretary: 
Richard Shappee, WA5HQJ 
(510)682-1644 


Treasurer: 147.060/+(100 pl) 
224.780/-(077 pl) 
441.325/+(100 pl) 
ATV - Input - 1253.250 


Output - 427.250 (Cable CH 58) 


Rodney Raines, KE6QYK 

(510)689-1634 

Membership Chairman: 
Dick Schulze, AA6DL 
(510)935-5000 
Emergency Coordinator: 


RRRG Nets 


| Sam Lipson, KO6JR 
(510)229-5705 


Phone Net - Thursdays 

1930 Hours, 147.060/+(100 pil) 

Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
ATV Net - Thursdays 
2000 Hours, Net Control: 

Mike Burke, KB6RMT, 

Alt.: Don Smith, W6NKF, 

Youth Net - Thursdays 
1900 Hours, 147.060/+(100p!), Net Control rotates 


Directors: 
Tom Seabury, KC6SYG 
(510)837-4433 
Ray Gaschk, KD6BLS 
(510)933-3242 


MDARC-PACIFICON HOT LINE 
(510)932-6125 


Contra Costa County 
ARES/RACES Nets First Thursday following 
first Wednesday, 

2000 Hours, 3.895 MHz 
Net Control: 


Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


Thursdays, 1900 Hours 

Central County - 145.680/s 
Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
(510)372-8248 

East County - 146.535/s 

Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 
(510)432-3220 Carrier 
Acting Editor: Dick Schulze, AA6DL 
1599 La Casa Court, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 
(510)935-5000 
Editor emeritus: Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 


South County - 146.355/+(100 pl) 
Greg Nelson, WB6MBD 
(510)933-5381 


West County - 145.110/- 
Rachel Lewellen, KB6LHR 
(510)233-5034 


QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
Meeting of all County Clay Yale, N6YBQ 
ARES\RACES Nets (510)228-8223 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). This publication is open to all members of MDARC and it 
is the policy of this Editor to publish all articles submitted by the membership as long as such articles are not obscene, pertain to Amateur Radio, 
are of interest to the members of MDARC and space is available. Articles are due by the first of each month and are accepted on a first come, first 
in basis. Articles should be submitted by packet, AA6DL @ KB6AML.#NOCAL.USA.NA or packet mailbox, AA6DL-1, 145.05, or by modem to the 
Doug Smith's No Name Yet bulletin board, File area #23, at (510) 827-5714 or delivered to the Editor in ASCII format on either 5.25" or 3.5" 
computer disk. The standard font is Arial 9 point. The Editor's address can be found in the Carrier or MDARC Membership Directory. Articles 
published in the Carrier may be reproduced provided that such reproduction credits both MDARC and the author of the article. Copyrighted 
articles will not be accepted for publication in the Carrier. 


heriffs Am r Radi mmunications Team 
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July 19 


July 21 


July 22 


July 23 


July 24 


July 29 


August 2 


August 6 


August 6 


The Carrier 


7:30 PM 


8:00 PM 


8:00 AM 


11:00 AM 


7:30 PM 


9:00 AM- 


Noon 


7:30 PM 


7:00 AM- 


Noon 


1:00 PM 


a newsletter of the 


Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


RRRG MEETING JULY 19 
MDARC MEETING JULY 21 
MDARC PICNIC JULY 23 


PACIFICON ‘95 OCT 20-22 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


RRRG General Membership Meeting Stonebrook Convalescent Center 
4367 Concord Bivd., Concord 
MDARC General Membership Meeting Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
1050 Carol Lane, Lafayette 
PACIFICON committee meeting Bakers Square Restaurant 

1680 Willow Pass Road, Concord 


MDARC Picnic Baldwin Park, Concord 
MDARC Board Meeting Emil Villa’s, Concord 
Fairfield HAM Exams Fairfield Senior Center 


Dick, AB6EY, 916-791-0268 1200 Civic Drive, Fairfield 


Last Saturday of each month 


RACES monthly meeting 
1st Wednesday every month 


Livermore Swapmeet Las Positas College, Livermore 
1st Sunday each month all year 


Sunnyvale VEC Exams 
Gene Capener, WW6H, 510-254-5090 


Consolidated Fire Training Center 
2945 Treat Bivd., Concord 
1st Sunday everi months 
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State OEC, Civic Drive, Pleasant Hill 
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